Independent Essay Template

Paragraph 1 (introduction):

Sentence one:  A "hook."  This is an interesting sentence that describes the topic of the essay without stating your main point.  Example:  "There are many good gifts to give to a child."

Sentence two:  Your main point.  Example:  "I feel that the best gift to give to a child is..."

Sentence three:  Thesis Statement.  Example:  "I feel this way for two reasons."

Paragraph 2 and 3 (body paragraphs):

"To begin with..." // "First of all..."

"This means that..." // "This shows that..." // "This is because... " // etc

"For example..." // "An example of this is..."

"Additionally..." // "Furthermore..." // "Also..."//Another type/reason/criteria …..

"For example" // "For instance..." // etc

Lastly, ….//Finally, ….//The last reason/type/advantage/criteria is ….

Paragraph 4 (conclusion):

"To sum it up..."//In conclusion ……

"This is because.... and...."

"For the reasons explored above, I strongly feel that...

Your whole essay should be about 350 to 400 words.

 Integrated Essay Template
Types of integrated writing essays:

1. Point-counter point:  The points in the reading text are counter argued by the points in the listening text.

2. Support: The points in the reading text are supported by the points in the listening text by giving more examples/illustrations.

Suggested Outline:
Paragraph 1 (introduction):

Both the reading passage and the lecture talk about …. (topic)
· The author of the reading passage explains that…. On the other hand, the lecturer believes that… (point-counter point)
· The author of the reading passage explains that ____ . The points explained in the reading text are supported by the person/professor in the listening text by _______ (support)

Paragraph 2, 3 and 4 (body):

First, the author of the reading passage states that….

He explains that….

He also mentions that….

(Point-counter Point)

However, the lecturer/professor challenges these points, by indicating that….

He points out that….

(Support)

In addition, the lecturer/professor in the listening text supports these points by ____. According to the person/professor, _____. The person/professor also explains that _____
(For the next two body paragraphs use the same template but substitute "second" and "third" at the beginning.)

Secondly, the reading text discusses about ….    According to the reading text, …. The reading passage also explains that ….
(Point-counter Point)

On the other hand, the professor/person in the listening text argues that _____. He/she explains that ____. He/she also argues this by _____

(Support)

Moreover, the lecturer/professor in the listening text supports this by ____.  According to the person/professor, _____. The person/professor also explains that _____
Finally, the reading text also mentions about ….

He/She gives an example of ….

(Point-counter Point)

On the contrary, the professor/person in the listening text argues that _____. He/she explains that ____. He/she also argues this by _____

(Support)

Futhermore, the lecturer/professor in the listening text supports this by ____.  According to the person/professor, _____. The person/professor also explains that _____
Paragraph 5 (conclusion):

"Overall, the author effectively opposes//supports the claims of the lecturer."

"He does this by counter-arguing//giving more explanation on each of the points raised by the lecturer.

Your integrated essay should be about 250-300 words in length.
Source: http://www.toeflresources.com/index.php?id=toefl-writing-templates
Example

Outline:  Point – counter point

Title: Organic Food

Introduction:

1. (Topic) Both the reading and listening texts talk about _____.

2. (Link between reading and listening) 

The reading text is about ____ while the person in the listening text counter argues each point in the reading text.

Body
	Reading Text: Support non-organic food
	Listening Text: Support organic food

	Organic food is expensive
	Organic food is expensive because it is healthy – good investment for health

	Organic food is not easy to get
	Organic food is sold in big local store

	Organic and non-organic milk taste the same – why spend more money to buy organic food
	Taste is not the issue


Conclusion
In conclusion, the person in the listening text challenges the points explained in the reading text by giving point-by-point counter argument.

ORGANIC PRODUCE

Both the reading passage and the listening text talk about organic produce. The reading argues against buying organic food while the lecture supports buying organic produce.
First, the reading professor says that organic food is too expensive. For example, organic strawberries are 50% more expensive than regular ones. She concludes saying you can't feed a family buying organic. It costs too much. However, the lecture professor says organic strawberries are expensive because they do not have chemicals like pesticides that cause cancer. Buying organic, therefore, is an investment in your health.
Next, the reading professor says that organic food is not easy to buy. She says she has to drive a long way just to buy organic rice. It is easier to buy non organic rice at a local store and save time. In contrast, the lecture says you can buy organic food at local stores, such as Wal-Mart. This makes buying organic convenient.
Finally, the reading professor talks about organic milk. Her family can't taste the difference between organic and non organic milk, so why but organic? The lecture refutes this by saying taste is not the issue. The issue is your health. For example, non organic milk has lots of chemicals like rBGH, a dangerous growth hormone connected to breast cancer. Therefore, you should not buy non organic milk. 
In conclusion, the lecture is against buying expensive organic food while the reading supports organic food.
Outline 2:  Support
1. (Topic) Both the reading and listening texts talk about _____.

2. (Link between reading and listening) 

The reading text is about ____ and the person in the listening text supports all the points in the reading text by giving ____.

	Reading Text: 
	Listening Text: 

	Organic food is safe to consume because it doesn’t contain dangerous chemicals
	Organic food is also healthy because it contains anti-oxidant and vitamins

	Organic food is sold in big local store
	Shopping in a big local store is more convenient

	Organic and non-organic foods  taste the same – they are as delicious as the non-organic food.
	And organic food is also safely packaged to protect contamination


Conclusion

In conclusion, the person in the listening text supports each point in the reading text by adding more benefit to each point.

Can you write the support essay?
ORGANIC PRODUCE

Both the reading passage and the listening text talk about organic produce. The reading argues against buying organic food while the lecture supports buying organic produce.
First, the reading text says that even though organic food is more expensive, it is much healthier.  Therefore, organic food is a good investment for the health. In addition, the listening text says that besides being safe to consume, it is healthier to eat. Organic food contains elements that the body needs to feel good, such as anti-oxidant and additional vitamins.
Next, the reading text says that organic food is easy to buy at big local stores. She says big local stores usually have a special section selling different kinds of organic food. Moreover, according to the professor in the listening text, the big store selling organic food organizes the food neatly and systematically so it is easy to find the type of food you need. This makes buying organic convenient.
Finally, the reading text explains that organic and non-organic foods taste the same.  The lecture supports this by saying that besides having the same taste with the non-organic food, organic food is also securely packaged to protect from being contaminated. Therefore, buying organic food is strongly recommended. 
In conclusion, the reading text is suggesting people to consume organic food and the listening text supports the points explained in the reading text about organic food by giving additional benefits of organic food.
