Coherence and cohesion
Cohesion
A strong paragraph is more than just a collection of loose sentences. Those sentences need to be clearly connected so that readers can follow along, recognizing how one detail leads to the next. A paragraph with clearly connected sentences is said to be cohesive. To help make a cohesive paragraph, a writer can use transitional words to show a particular connection.

To show addition:
again, and, also, besides, equally important, first (second, etc.), further, furthermore, in addition, in the first place, moreover, next, too

To give examples:
for example, for instance, in fact, specifically, that is, to illustrate

To compare:
also, in the same manner, likewise, similarly

To contrast:
although, and yet, at the same time, but, despite, even though, however, in contrast, in spite of, nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand, still, though, yet

To summarize or conclude:
all in all, in conclusion, in other words, in short, in summary, on the whole, that is, therefore, to sum up

Now, let’s practice connecting ideas.
Activity 1. Joining Sentences

 Join the two sentences to make ONE sentence, using AND, SO, BECAUSE, BUT or OR.

1. I could not go out last night. I was too busy.

2. I could not go with my friend. My friend went without me.

3. My friend went to the cinema to see a film. The film wasn't very good.

4. The cinema was full of people. They were all smoking.

5. I like people. I don't like smoke.

6. Do you want an orange juice? Would you like a beer?

7. It was my birthday. He didn't send me a card.

8. I didn't write to him. He didn't write to me.

9. My brother and I live and work in different places. We still communicate with one another, through different media of communication.

10. Monday afternoon is a convenient time for me to meet you. Thursday afternoon is a convenient time for me to meet you.

Coherence
An effective paragraph should not just have sentences that are well connected to one another. An effective paragraph should have unity (coherence). A unified paragraph sticks to one topic from start to finish, with every sentence contributing to the central purpose and main idea of that paragraph. This means that all information and sentences in the paragraph should be relevant to support the main idea of that paragraph.
Activity 2. Reorganizing sentences

The following paragraph has cohesion and coherence. Notice how the italicized words and phrases (called transitions) guide us along, helping us see how one detail leads to the next. Please rearrange the sentences to make a good unified and cohesive paragraph.
Why I Don't Make My Bed

A. Finally, and most importantly, I think bed-making is an awful way to waste time in the morning. 

B. Although some people may think that I am a slob, I have some sound reasons for breaking the bed-making habit.
C. Therefore, I enjoy sleeping in a rumpled mass of sheets and blankets. 

D. I would rather spend those precious minutes checking my email or feeding the cat than tucking in corners or snapping the spread.

E. If there is ever a fire inspection or a surprise date, I suppose I can dash in there to fluff up the pillow and slap on a spread. Otherwise, I am not bothered. 
F. Ever since I moved into my own apartment last fall, I have gotten out of the habit of making my bed--except on Fridays, of course, when I change the sheets. 

G. In addition, I think that a tightly made bed is uncomfortable: entering one makes me feel like a loaf of bread being wrapped and sealed.  
H. In the first place, I am not concerned about maintaining a tidy bedroom because no one except me ever comes in my apartment. 
(1) _____

(2) _____

(3) _____

(4) _____
(5) _____

(6) _____

(7) _____

(8) _____

	Activity 3. Identifying Irrelevant Details
     Each of the following paragraphs contains sentences that are irrelevant or unnecessary to the main point of the paragraph. The sentences do not support the opening point, and so the paragraphs are not unified. In the interest of paragraph unity, such sentences must be omitted.

     Cross out the irrelevant sentences and put the numbers of those in the spaces provided. The number of spaces will tell you the number of irrelevant sentences in each paragraph.

1.   How to Prevent Cheating
     (1) Teachers should take steps to prevent students from cheating on exams. (2) To begin with, teachers should stop reusing old tests. (3) Even a test that has been used once is soon known on the student grapevine. (4) Students will check with their friends to find out, for example, what was on Dr. Thompson's biology final last term. (5) They may even manage to turn up a copy of the test itself, "accidentally" not turned in by a former student of Dr. Thompson's. (6) Teachers should also take some common sense precautions at test time. (7) They should make students separate themselves--by at least one seat—during an exam, and they should watch the class closely. (8) The best place for the teacher to sit is in the rear of the room, so that a student is never sure if the teacher is looking at him or her. (9) Last of all, teachers must make it clear to students that there will be stiff penalties for cheating. (10) One of the problems with our school systems is a lack of discipline. (11) Teachers never used to give in to students' demands or put up with bad behavior, as they so today. (12) Anyone caught cheating should immediately receive a zero for the exam. (13) A person even suspected of cheating should be forced to take an alternative exam in the teacher's office. (14) Because cheating is unfair to honest students, it should not be tolerated.

The numbers of the irrelevant sentences are   ___      ___  

2.   A Dangerous Cook
     (1) When my friend Tom sets to work in the kitchen, disaster often results. (2) Once he tried to make toasted cheese sandwiches for us by putting slices of cheese in the toaster along with the bread; he ruined the toaster. (3) Unfortunately, the toaster was a fairly new one that I had just bought for him

three weeks before, on his birthday. (4) On another occasion, he had cut up some fresh beans and put them in a pot to steam. (5) I was really looking forward to the beans, for I eat nothing but canned vegetables in my dormitory. (6) I, frankly, am not much of a cook either. (7) The water in the Teflon pan steamed away while Tom was on the telephone, and both the beans and the Teflon coating in the pan were ruined. (8) Finally, another time Tom made spaghetti for us, and the noodles stuck so tightly together that we had to cut off slices with a knife and fork. (9) In addition, The meatballs were burned on the outside but almost raw on the inside. (10) The tomato sauce, on the other hand, turned out well. (11) For some reason, Tom is very good at making meat and vegetables sauces. (12) Because of Tom's kitchen mishaps, I never eat at his place without an Alka-Seltzer in my pocket, or without money in case we have to go out to eat. 

The numbers of the irrelevant sentences are ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

3.  Why Adults Visit Amusement Parks 

     (1) Adults visit amusement parks for several reasons. (2) For one thing, an amusement park is a place where it is acceptable to "pig-out" on junk food. (3) At the park, everyone is drinking soda and eating popcorn, ice-cream, or hot dogs. (4) No one seems to be on a diet, and so buying all the junk food you

can eat is a guilt-free experience. (5) Parks should provide stands where healthier food, such as salads or cold chicken, would be sold. (6) Another reason people visit amusement parks is to prove themselves. (7) They want to visit the park that has the newest, scariest ride in order to say that they went on the Parachute Drop, the seven-story Elevator, the Water Chute, or the Death Slide. (8) Going on a scary ride is a way to feel courageous and adventurous without taking much of a risk. (9) Some rides, however, can be dangerous. (10) Rides that are not properly inspected or maintained have killed people all over the country. (11) A final reason people visit amusement parks is to escape from everyday pressures. (12) When people are poised at the top of a gigantic roller coaster, they are not thinking of bills, work, or personal problems. (13) A scary ride empties the mind of all worries--except making it to the bottom alive. (14) Adults at an amusement park may claim they have come for their

children, but they are there for themselves as well.

The numbers of the irrelevant sentences are  ___ ___ ___ 

4.  My Color Television    

     (1) My color television has given me nothing but heartburn. (2) I was able to buy it a little over a year ago because I had my relatives give me money for my birthday instead of clothes that wouldn't fit. (3) My first dose of stomach acid came when I bought the set. (4) I let a salesclerk fool me into buying a discontinued model. (5) I realized this a day later when I saw newspaper advertisements for the set at seventy-five dollars less than I had paid. (6) The set worked so beautifully when I got it home that I would keep it on until stations signed off for the night. (7) Fortunately, I didn't get any channels showing all-night movies, or I would never have gotten to bed. (8) Then I started developing a problem with the set that involved static noise. (9) For some reason, when certain shows switched into a commercial, a loud buzz would sound for a few seconds. (10) Gradually, this sound began to appear during a show, and to get rid of it, I had to click the dial to another channel and click it back. (11) Sometimes this technique would not work, and I had to pick up the set and shake it to remove the buzzing sound. (12) I actually began to build up my arm muscles shaking my set; I could feel the new muscles working whenever I shot a basketball. (13) When neither of these methods removed the static noise, I would sit popping Tums and wait for the sound to go away. (14) Eventually I wound up slamming the set with my hand again, and it stopped working altogether. (15) My trip to the repair shop cost me $62. (16) The set is working well now, but I keep expecting more trouble.

The numbers of the irrelevant sentences are ___ ___ ___ ___
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