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agreement between the source’s position and the position of another -
source. Finally, write your own one-sentence response to each source’s

position. Refer to the sources as Source A, Source B, and Source C.

Source A
The following passage is excerpted from an_autobiography by an
autistic scientist and educator.

i T think in pictures. Words are like a scéond language to me. Ttrans=
i late both spoken and written words into full-color movies, complete
i with sound, which run like a VCR tape in my head. When somebody-
i speaks to me, his words are instandy translated into pictures. Lan-
i guage-based thinkers often find this phenomenon difficult to under-
{ stand, but in my job as an equipment designer for the livestock indus-
|y, visual thinking is a tremendous advantage. . ..

‘One of the most profound mysteries of autism has been.the re-
markable ability of most autistic people to excel at visual spatial skills
while performing so poorly at verbal skills. When I'was a child and a
teenager, I thought everybody thoughtin pictures. I had no idea that
my thought processes were different. In fact, I did not realize the full
extent of the differences until very recently. At meetings and at work I
started asking other people detailed questions about how they accessed
information from their memories. From their answers I learned that
my visualization skills far exceeded those of most other people.
(Grandin, Temple. Thinking in Pictures: My Life with Autim. 2nd ed.
New York: Vintage-Random, 2006, 3—4+)

Source B
The following is excerpted from an art education magazine article ex- g
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extent of the differences until very recently. At meetings and at work I
started asking other people detailed questions about how they accessed
information from their memories. From their answers I learned that
my visualization skills far exceeded those of most other people.
(Grandin, Temple. Thinking in Pictures: My Life with Autim. 2nd ed.
New York: Vintage-Random, 2006, 3—4+)

Source B
The following is excerpted from an art education magazine article ex-
ploring the relationship between autism and the visual arts.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act defines autism as
“a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal
communication and social interaction, generally evident before age 3,
which adversely affects a child’s performance.” Many children with
autism are mainstreamed into regular classrooms, and an art environ-
ment can be challenging, yet incredibly stimulating for the children.

Often, children with autism learn visually and are enriched by
classrooms with bright, colorful pictures and vivid images. Allowing
the kids to be creative, especially in the art environment, is one of the
‘miost important aspects of teaching children with autism. (McDevitt,
Krista. “Small Wonders.” Arts & Activities 136.3 [2004]: 16.)

i}

*Exercises 1 and 5 are modeled after the synthesis essay question on the 2007
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Exam.
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Source C

The following is excerpted from an environmental health journal ar-
ticle explaining a possible cause of autism and arguing for more re-
search.

Fetal and early childhood exposures to industrial chemicals in the
environment can damage the developing brain and can lead to neu-
rodevelopmental disorders such as autism, attention deficit disorder
(ADHD), and mental retardation. Insufficient research has been
done, however, to identify the individual chemicals that can cause in-
jury to the developing brains of children. . . .

During development, the brain undergoes a highly complex series
of processes at different stages. Any interference—for example, from
toxic substances—that disrupts those processes can have permanent
consequences. This vulnerability lasts from fetal development
through infancy and childhood to adolescence: Research has shown
that at low levels of exposure, environmental toxicants such as lead
and mercury can cause subclinical but still important adverse effects,
such as decreases in intelligence or changes in behavior. (“A Silent
Pandemic: Industrial Chemicals Are Impairing the Brain Develop-
ment of Children Worldwide.” Journal of Environmental. Health 69.7
[2007]: 64-65.)
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